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TOWN OF CANTON
VOLUNTEER ‘
Fire & EMS Department

Valuing Life...at a Moment’s Notice

PRESS RELEASE Contact: Sylvia Cancela, PR Officer

For Immediate Distribution  860-559-4774; firefightersylvia@comcast.net

“Over 1,100 times this past year , “gan Boen of Canton Volunteer Fire & EMS
Department Chi ef pedleioduacominunitycalled foriyourchap, ”
And regardless of what you had going on in your busy lives, you responded. So once per
year, we take a breath and stop long enough to allow others to thank you for all you do
every day for everyone, no matter what, where or w h e he following awards and
certifications were announced for 2009:

Special Achievement

Officers of the Years Captain Steve LaPointe & 2" Deputy Chief Craig Robbins
Lapointe joined the Department in 2001 and was named Firefighter of the Year in 2003.
He holds certifications in Firefighter |1 & 11; Fire Instructor I; Rope Rescue I& 11; Hazmat
Awareness & Operations.

Robbins has been in the Department for 11 years, working his way up from Fire Cadet, to
Fire Captain to 2" Deputy Chief. He is a former Firefighter of the Year and EMT of the
Year. He is certified in Firefighter | & II; EMT-Intermediate; and Instructor 1.

EMT of the Year Christine Needham
Needham is certified EMT Intermediate and has been in the Department for three years.

Fire Fighter of the Year Joe Ouimette
Ouimette began his fire service career as a Fire Cadet and was awarded Cadet of the Year
in 2005. He has since certified in Firefighter | & I1; and Rapid Intervention Team training.

Fire Cadet of the Year Johnathan Gotaski

A 2009 graduate oft h e De p ar t mepnogrdmswhereiherwas Cddlet Cagtain
and earned Fire Cadet of the Year in 2007, Gotaski is certified as a Medical Response
Technician.

Award of Appreciation UConn Health Center Paramedics

In 1975, UCONN pioneered the Emergency Medical Service in the state of Connecticut,
thus enhancing the quality of professional medical expertise Canton and so many towns
have come to rely upon. The first four original firefighter-paramedics in the program

were honored for their service: Don Perrault, Walt Rasmussen, Jerry Rio and Dave Smith.



Certifications

Firefighter | Myles Angell, JT Lederman, Brandon Shilosky
Firefighter Il John Bunnell, Juan Gonzalez, Joe Ouimette
EMS Instructor Paige Ferrigno

EMT Intermediate  Christine Needham, Sean Reynolds,
EMT Basic Jon Szylobryt, Daniel Witkiewicz

Medical Response Technician
Myles Angell, Sylvia Cancela, Juan Gonzalez, Johnathan Gotaski,
Ryan Kerr, David Leff, Alyssa Lockwood, Richard Schuyler,
William Volovski

Highlights of Member Years of Service

New Members Rob Bahre, Alex Balla, Daniel Barnhart, Jessie Barnhart,
Alyssa Lockwood, Sean Reynolds, Melissa Spreda,
Richard VVan De Bogart, Daniel Witkiewicz, Sharon Wolff

Five John Bahre & Dan Volovski

Ten Chris Carroll & Larry Smith

Fifteen Robert Barsalou

Twenty Wayne Goeben

Twenty-five Mike Krupa, Scott Goeben, William Arnone
Thirty-five William Volovski

Chiefs Awards of Appreciation
Police Chief Lowell Humphrey
Town Building Inspector Fran Jasmin
Town Engineer Ken Wassell

Special Recognition
Richard Hutchings: 10 years as Department Chief
Jim Juhl: Fire Cadet Advisor
Tucker Herbold: Design of Squad 5

Items for the Awards Ceremony raffle were generously donated by: Adams IGA, Carol

and Company, Chatterley’”s, Hinmans, Jonat han
Restaurant Group, Monarch Jewelers, Portobellos, Riverside Nursery, Saybrook Fish

House, Scotty's Package store, Stonington Vineyard and Village Café & Bistro.
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